Agricultural land, heritage and archaeology
Relevant Local Plan references: Chapter 4, paras.4.28–4.29, p.41; Core Policy 12, p.84; Chapter 12: Historic Environment, from p.202; Down Ampney paras.6.29–6.30, pp.96–97; Appendix B Site 5, PDF pp.26–29 / document pp.22–25.
What this means
CDC's site-selection evidence records that much of the undeveloped land around Down Ampney is Grade 1, Grade 2 or Grade 3a agricultural land. Grade 1, Grade 2 and Grade 3a are classed as Best and Most Versatile agricultural land - the higher-quality grades of farmland. This does not create an automatic ban on development, but permanent loss of productive land is relevant when locations and other reasonable options are compared.
Heritage and archaeology can also affect how much land can actually be developed and how it should be laid out. Known heritage assets, their settings, buried archaeology and areas requiring investigation may require buffers, open space or design changes. These constraints need to be considered alongside roads, drainage, landscape and ecological requirements when CDC decides whether the proposed capacity is realistic.
Residents with long-term knowledge of farming, field use or local history may have useful information. Dated photographs, historic maps, records of field use or observations of cropmarks can help identify matters for further assessment. Possible archaeological features should be described as observations unless professionally confirmed.
Objections might include:
· Lack of explanation of the impact of the proposed development on farming and agricultural land
· Lack of clarity over what quality of agricultural land would be permanently lost 
· Insufficient acknowledgement of how archaeology affects development capacity

Personal comments might include:
· Explain what you know about the land and why you believe agricultural quality, heritage or archaeology should be considered in deciding the appropriate scale or layout.

Think about explaining what you know about the land and why you believe agricultural quality, heritage or archaeology should be considered in deciding the appropriate scale or layout.
