Flooding, drainage and standing water
Relevant Local Plan references: Chapter 13: Natural Environment, from p.213; Core Policies 63, 64 and 65, pp.228, 231 and 234; Down Ampney paras.6.29–6.30, pp.96–97; Appendix B Site 5, PDF pp.28–29 / document pp.24–25.
What this means
Flooding and drainage around Down Ampney involve more than the mapped housing parcels. The western side of the village is low lying and the local system includes Ampney Brook, Poulton Brook, smaller watercourses, ditches, culverts and fields that can store or convey water. CDC's own flood evidence identifies areas of flood risk and matters requiring more detailed investigation.
This is particularly important because the western part of the proposed housing site is expected to perform several functions. It is relevant to the proposed access arrangement, while the same wider area is also expected to contribute to flood management, green infrastructure, connections between wildlife habitats and recreational space. Residents may therefore want CDC to demonstrate that these requirements can operate together and that a safe access can be maintained in relevant flood conditions.
Local photographs and records can add information that strategic mapping may not capture. Useful evidence includes where water first appears, the direction it moves after prolonged or intense rain, whether roads or fields are affected, how bridges, ditches or culverts behave and how long water remains. These observations should be presented as local evidence to be tested against the technical work, rather than as proof that CDC's modelling is wrong.
Objections might include:
· Excess water collecting in the village
· Local roads or fields that typically flood
· Bridges, culverts or ditches that restrict flow
· Concerns over new hard surfaces and roads might affect water runoff
· Safe access in wet conditions
· Not clear from the evidence that this can be addressed and previous experience demonstrates that it hasn’t been to date 
Personal comments might include:
· Examples of standing water or flooding in the village
· Outline what happens during periods of high rainfall
· Previous issues with blocked drains or culverts
· Where and when you have seen flooding or standing water and how long it remains
· Personal impact flooding has had on you and your family, or your property
· Local flood memories from past winters

Think about explaining where and when you have seen flooding or standing water, how long it remains, and why you think CDC should take that local evidence into account.
Be precise: say what you have seen or experienced, and avoid saying something is proved unless you have evidence to support it.
