Made Down Ampney Neighbourhood Plan
Relevant Local Plan references: Local Plan para.1.15, p.8; para.1.22, p.9; Core Policy 4, p.43; Core Policy 12, p.84; Down Ampney paras.6.29–6.30 / Figure 6.4, pp.96–97; made Down Ampney Neighbourhood Development Plan (6 March 2024).
What this means
The Down Ampney Neighbourhood Plan was made in March 2024 after examination and referendum and forms part of the Development Plan. It contains policies and evidence dealing with matters including housing form, rural character, drainage, transport and infrastructure.
The emerging Local Plan can introduce later strategic policies that change the planning framework, so the Neighbourhood Plan does not give the village a veto over the proposed housing site. The relevant question is how CDC has reconciled such a recent local planning framework with large development on a very different scale. Residents may want CDC to explain which neighbourhood-plan policies and design principles will continue to apply, which will change or be superseded, and what evidence justifies that change.
There are several policies in the Down Ampney Neighbourhood Plan which do not seem to have been taken into account in CDC’s proposed new Local Plan. These are:
· Landscape: Notable Vistas (Neighbourhood Plan LP1 page 22), and Local Green Space (Neighbourhood Plan LP2 page 22) appear to be disregarded

· Infrastructure where both Drainage (Neighbourhood Plan IP1 page 34) and Waste Water (Neighbourhood Plan IP2 page 35) are both inadequately dealt with in the proposed Local Plan.

· Housing where House Types (Neighbourhood Plan Policy HP1 page 55) and Green Infrastructure (Neighbourhood Plan {Policy HP3 page 60) have only been partially covered in the proposed Local Plan. Policy HP2 (Neighbourhood Plan page 57) – Design of New Development in Down Ampney - which references the Down Ampney Design Guidance and Codes document should be more explicitly dealt with in the proposed Local Plan.

· Housing Density. Although there is no policy, much was stated in the Neighbourhood Plan about Housing Density, but this has been totally ignored in the proposed Local Plan. The Neighbourhood Plan is available to consult on the Parish website.
Objections might include:
· The proposed development’s scale would affect the rural-village framework voted on by village residents
· Lack of clarity on what remains applicable, what is changed or superseded, and why
Personal comments might include:
· Which Neighbourhood Plan policies, objectives or village-design principles matter most to you and why
· How would the proposed development impact the Neighbourhood Plan, and outline what explanation or modification you think CDC should provide
· Present your knowledge of the Neighbourhood Plan process and the places or issues that the Neighbourhood Plan policies were intended to protect or manage. 
Explain which Neighbourhood Plan issue matters to you, how the Regulation 19 proposal changes the position, and what explanation or modification you think CDC should provide.
