RAF Fairford and aircraft impacts
Relevant Local Plan references: Down Ampney paras.6.29–6.30 / Figure 6.4, pp.96–97; Core Policy 40: Aerodrome Safeguarding, p.158; Core Policy 66: Pollution and Contaminated Land, p.237; Appendix B Site 5, PDF p.29 / document p.25.
What this means
RAF Fairford is an established operational military airfield close to Down Ampney. The Local Plan includes aerodrome-safeguarding requirements, but safeguarding the operation of the airfield is not the same question as assessing the living conditions that would be experienced by people in 1,658 new homes, a new school and outdoor recreation areas.
The Village Planning Action Group has raised the question of whether CDC has sufficiently site-specific evidence about military aircraft noise and related effects on everyday living conditions. Military activity can vary considerably over time, including periods of more intensive flying. Residents may therefore want to ask whether the evidence considers the timing and frequency of events, individual noise events as well as averages, night or early-morning activity, outdoor areas and the proposed school.
First-hand evidence can be valuable if it is factual. A simple log can record the date, approximate time, location, duration and what was experienced. If noise interrupted sleep, conversation or outdoor activity, say so directly rather than making unsupported medical or technical claims. The planning question is whether new new homes, schools and other places where noise matters of this scale can coexist satisfactorily with RAF Fairford without creating unacceptable conditions for residents or unreasonable restrictions on established military operations.
Objections might include:
· No evidence of noise, pollution and safety impact assessments of building close to an active military base
· No evidence that the impact of low flying aircraft over houses has been considered in this plan and the allocation and siting of houses 
· Aircraft noise or disturbance will be experienced during periods of intensified activity
· No clarity over how new homes, schools or outdoor spaces would be affected
· No evidence of site-specific aviation-noise assessment

Personal comments might include:
· Personal impact of aircraft noise, vibration, sleep disturbance, outdoor amenity or school/community impact
· Describe when and where aircraft disruption occurs, and why it matters when assessing new homes, schools or outdoor space.

Think about explaining what aircraft activity you personally experience, when and where it occurs, and why you believe it matters when assessing new homes, schools or outdoor space.
Be precise: say what you have seen or experienced, and avoid saying something is proved unless you have evidence to support it.
