Sewage, wastewater and water quality
Relevant Local Plan references: Core Policy 6, p.51; Core Policy 13, p.94; Core Policies 64, 65 and 66, pp.231, 234 and 237; Down Ampney paras.6.29–6.30, pp.96–97.
What this means
1,658 additional homes would create a substantial new amount of sewage and wastewater. The relevant system is not only the sewage treatment works: wastewater must also pass through local sewers, pumping arrangements and the wider network before it reaches treatment. CDC's evidence anticipates infrastructure improvements, so the issue is not that additional capacity can never be provided.
The important question is whether the whole system will have enough capacity when each phase of housing is occupied. Residents may want to ask what capacity exists now, what upgrades are required, who is responsible for them, when they will be completed and whether occupation will be limited, if necessary, works are delayed. A future upgrade should not be treated as though that capacity already exists.
Dated local evidence of sewer flooding, tankering, pumping problems, odour or effects on a watercourse can be useful, but residents should avoid assuming that every incident has the same cause. The planning issue is whether CDC has shown a credible sequence in which wastewater infrastructure keeps pace with the homes that depend upon it.
Objections might include:
· Insufficient consideration to how this will be managed in a development of this scale.
· Lack of clarity on upgrades are and when they will be delivered
· No detail of sewers, pumping stations and treatment works that will take the flows from the new development
· Insufficient assurances about capacity and timing

Personal comments might include:
· Local wastewater or water-quality issues you have experienced, such as sewer flooding, tankering, odour, pumping-station problems, condition of local brooks.
· Previous correspondence with housing developers, Thames Water or the Environment Agency, and ongoing attempts to rectify the current situation 

Think about explaining any local wastewater or water-quality experience you have and what assurance you believe CDC should provide about capacity and timing.
Be precise: say what you have seen or experienced, and avoid saying something is proved unless you have evidence to support it.
